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master-hands in reaching it. Rosalind is the main plotter of
the flight to Arden; it is she who devises the means of ensuring
Orlando's frequent company. Viola resolves at once to remedy
*her lot by taking service with the Duke; and immediately
becomes his confidant and his private minister. She overcomes
all the ceremonial obstacles which bar access to Olivia, using,
when need be, the bluster and the rudeness which she learns
from her opponents. She seizes a situation on the instant; and
even when the outcome is not clearly to be foreseen, she acts
in a manner which will save unnecessary suffering to others:
"she took the ring of me/' is her lie to Malvolio, guessing at
once how the distraught Olivia had tried to hide her device from
her steward and messenger. In crises, all of them, Rosalind,
Viola, and Beatrice, arc guided by intuitive insight. Beatrice
acclaims Hero's innocence in the face of damning evidence.
Viola judges her ship's captain by the same inner vision, and she
confides in him implicitly. Yet the instinct and the intuition
arc always open-eyed and cautiously safeguarded against mere
casual vagary or whimsical sentimentality. When Viola judges
the captain's worth by his fair and outward character, she re-
members that nature with a beauteous wall doth oft close in
pollution, Rosalind and Celia are equally immune from this
wide-spread romantic fallacy. They know that there is no
certain and predictable relation between beauty and honesty
in mankind: they would have laughingly recommended all
the Tennysonian moralists of their day, who thought beauty
to be either truth or virtue, to stroll through the equivalent of
their West End after the theatres were shut and when the
restaurants were coming to the end of their cabarets. Yet, with
all the efficiency and savoir faire of which these heroines prove
themselves to be possessed, they are amaadngly modest. It is
this modesty which prevents them from endeavouring to com-
pass what is beyond mortal reach. Fortune, they know, is but
a blind worker; and she doth most mistake in her gifts to
woman- Viola undoubtedly is confident, but not over-
confident: she will do what she can, but